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DON’T TEAR IT DOWN

Founded in 1971 to save the Old Post Office 
on Pennsylvania Avenue from Demolition.



DON’T TEAR IT DOWN





MISSION

The mission of  the DC Preservation League is to preserve, 
protect, and enhance the historic and built environment of  
Washington, DC, through advocacy and education.



COMMITTEES

Education Development
Government 

Affairs
Landmarks

Project 
Review



EDUCATION 

St. Elizabeths West CampusTrolley Relic Ride with Bicyclespace DC



EDUCATION: MOST ENDANGERED PLACES



historicsites.dcpreservation.org



DEVELOPMENT

Beatles 50th Anniversary 2014 DC Preservation Awards



GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Anacostia - Demolition by Neglect DC Pop-ups



LANDMARKS

Gatehouse to Corcoran Estate

Recorder of Deeds Building



Harewood Gatehouse West Heating Plant



PROJECT REVIEW



PROJECT REVIEW



PROJECT REVIEW



PROJECT REVIEW





ZONING VS. HISTORIC DISTRICT

Zoning regulations and Historic Districts are used by the District of Columbia to control 
and direct the development of properties.

Zoning:
• Specific requirements as to the type of buildings allowed
• Restrictions on accessory buildings, building setbacks from the streets and other boundaries
• Size and height of buildings
• Number of units

Historic Districts:
• Preserve the historic physical pattern, the architectural history, the historic diversity of housing in the 

district
• Ensure exterior renovations, new development and construction are consistent with the characteristics of 

the district



WHY PRESERVATON WORKS

1. Local districts protect the investments of owners and residents of historic 
properties by stabilizing property values.

2. Local districts encourage better quality design.

3. Local districts help the environment.

4. Local districts are energy-efficient.

5. Historic districts are a vehicle for education.

6. Protecting local historic districts can enhance small business recruitment 
potential.

7. Local districts give communities a voice in their future.



HISTORIC DISTRICTS PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT.



HISTORIC DISTRICTS PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT.



HISTORIC DISTRICTS PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT.



DC PRESERVATION LEAGUE
www.dcpreservation.org
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