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Preservation Tools: Easements & Historic Property Redevelopment Programs



• 501(c)(3) founded in 1978 to preserve and 

protect Washington DC’s historic 

neighborhoods and streetscapes

• Two main programs: Easement Program 

and Historic Properties Redevelopment 

Program

• 1,150 easements

• Small staff – President, 

Operations/Communications Manager, 

Historic Preservation Specialist, seasonal 

Photographer

The L’Enfant Trust



What is a conservation/preservation easement?

➢ Voluntary legal agreement between a property 

owner and a qualified preservation organization or 

public agency that is recorded with the land records

➢ Property owner (grantor/donor) promises to 

protect the property’s historic integrity, without 

inappropriate alterations, additions or demolition

➢ Exterior, interior, or both

➢ Organization/public agency (grantee/donee) is 

obligated to enforce the easement and monitor the 

property

➢ Property owner retains ownership; duty to manage 

and care for the property; right to sell or lease



Tax Benefit Eligibility

➢ Buildings located in registered 

historic districts and greater than 50 

years old; awarded Part I Certification 

through NPS or individually listed on 

the National Register of Historic 

Places

➢ Qualified easement holder – 501c3, 

preservation/conservation mission

➢ In perpetuity; all future owners

➢ Visual public access



Working with Property Owners

• All Exterior Facades: front, back, sides, and roof 

• Surrounding Open Space: hardscaping, fences, 

garages, sheds, and decks

• Exterior Details: paint color & placement (no 

painting of non-painted masonry), lighting 

fixtures, utility meters, shutters, security 

doors/bars, mailboxes, and signage

• Owner submits Request for Change form along 

with relevant photos, specifications, 

architectural plans, quotes/proposals

• Owner receives a formal letter of approval  if 

alterations are approved



Enforcement & Technical Assistance 

• Annual Photography

• Review of building permits issued by the DC 

government

• Public display of bronze plaque 

• Estoppel Certificate

• Regular contact with property owners through 

annual mailing, newsletter and social media

• Full-time, professional staff to assist owners 

with routine property maintenance issues and 

technical information & local resources



Historic Property Redevelopment Programs or Revolving Funds

Providence, RI Savannah, GA Boston, MA



2010 14th Street, SE



1347 Maple View Place, SE



1326 Valley Place, SE





1518 W Street, SE



1648 U Street, SE





Workforce Housing & Affordability

• Properties must be sold to families that make at or 
below 120% of the Family Median Income 

• Family size restrictions

• Maximum sales price

• Must be primary residence for a minimum of 3 
years

• Targeting teachers, police, fire, healthcare, 
government employees

• Ward 8 Homebuyers Club

• Home Purchase Assistance Program (HPAP)

• Employer Assisted Housing Program (EAHP)

• Community engagement



1220 Maple View Place, SE
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